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HE tranſl tor of che following pipe 

4 1 e ee eee 
8 recommends their attentive al 
to every meg diſpaſſionate, Engliiman: 
They are faithful tranſeripti of autantic t 
cards and, however queſtioned by theſe who\. 
ve an intereſt in diſcrediting them, have to 

melancholy a foundation 'in notorious facts. 

The principal piece is a literal tranſlation; the 

extracts are no where falſified by the pen of 
_ exaggeration or of og 4 : * An | 
on compariſon with the ori he - 
popular talents of Mr. Briflot, * * Jea- 
ders of the National Aſſembly, eminently ai 
_ tinguiſhed among the Amis des 'Noirs, have” 
_ ſcarcely 1 e to the arguments andevidence 
the St. Domingo deputies, an impartial 
earing ;* for which aF 
ing party is often ſuſpected of an unfair attack 
| * the ene the tranſlator 7 — — 
in the ndix, a great e ſpeech 
of Mr. E us pol marine mini- 
ſter of France, upon this very ſubject. 17 ut 


1s to be preſumed, tage * could neither want 9 


© Vide appendix u 7 Vide appendix v. 


ex” 


: Py oy 


F 68 1 ot 2058 
„% Wim 


on, and as the ſuffer- 7 


o - - 


—_ 


; * 
: 
? — 
ö 
. 
= * 7238 * 
> . x i 5 
» * 
3 . x f - ; . 
i OTE : 7 : 2 ' l 
\ | | 8 i * 
7 / 3 vp 2 Es ns ; - 
8 * = 5 — - 
— 2 ˙ ———— —— OE . — 
_ - \ l =_ _ _— _ f = 
1 8 1 


La e LO” 


„ PREFACE 
V thediis of information, nor 4 patriotic 


wiſh to direct the attention of his fell ow-citl- 
e fas us 1 tional cala- 


== Re cnlect t6 excite See her attention 
| ö of the public to the ſufferings of our neigh- 
y 8 to eng 2 prince 52 
ruin, ir add 

5 practice, is the abjeck gf the ron * elent pub: 
ntagion, 
„it i to be hoped/ are 
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- buried). 16 of fall ogig 25 demi, } "40 Giles Abet ed {7 

H E. General. Aenbly of the French Fas weed i 
oF: appoint us 4 deputation to1addje( JOU: 
| that cherten out. Arſt: duty is to aſſute om ol ih in 
| viglable attatchment of this importanl part of th empitt to tha 
mathet-cpyntry, before we. deloribe to ydu the tetrible erents 


which are pow, working its deſtruktiomh and Jolicit! the qa | 
lieſt and moſt effectual ſuccour to fave, if it be en 


ts wretched remains; _ 

Ten babe wo forefren the evi hin e g wich; 

Goubtleſs, will end in our annihilation, if th he ea ul Julti] 

ahd þ power interpoſe not * for our bel. de n 70 
F 


n . 


c 7” | 
We oome to lay before you ſome particulars which yet win 
give but an pero idea of our diſaſters and of our ſitua- 


tion. 1 

| * mb 10 bs Filoch 0 of 3 

eee: been conſtituted at Leogane, had appointed to 

hold its ſeſſions in the town of*the-Cope, The' deputies were 

wen, aſſembling there for the & of their miſſion. - 
ral of them 3-69 on the "16th tAdguft) "at the 


| Ae of Limb, diſtant ſix leagues from the Cape, were 
there witneſſes of the burning of = #aſh-houſe on Chabaud's 
, Plantation. 2 5 * © T7 bt „ 1 


The incendiary was a 8 Deſgriens's plitita- 
| tion. Armed with a cutlaſe, be fled; . Cbabaud ſuw, 


4 hed, and overtook, him; they fought; the negro. was 


wounded, taken, and put in irons. . 

Bei ichefbofdted] he dipolid, Sihdt all the Ava coach 
men, domeſtics, and confidential negroes, of the neighbouring 
plantations and adjacent diſtricts, had formed a plot to ſet 
fire to the plantations and to murder all the Ales“ He 
marked out, as ring · leaders, ſeveral negroes of his maſter's 
plantation, four laville 8 ſicuated at Arul, three leagues 
from the Cape, ) and the negro Paul, river on Blin's planta- 
tion at Limbe. BR}? 

The municipality of Limbe proceeded to M. Chabaud's I 
and, on putting the ſame queſtions, received the like anſwers 7 
from the-incendiary negro. The municipality pr 7% 
examination; in form of a verbal proceſs,” to the Northern n 
Provincial Aſſembly; and, informing Flavills attorney (or 
manager) of the names of the conſpirators that were abo it 
bim, adviſed his 1 and d ge pg th priſon'of 
rp"? 320 41 S4EFO? 16 or DON 4 | 


— # 
EI LOBE: | 


. 
FY + 


. : 8 . e 8 
a a; 15 by vying 75 2 


man nee wi: — Ates die 
8 4 than aflembl the negroes underihis | | 
command, and, com nicating the information he had re- 
ceiyed from the municipality, — 2 ba, could; not.give. | 


credit to a plot ſo atrocious, and offered them his head-if ey: 


eſired it. With one yoice they n that aha. 
f Deſgrieus't 8 driver was a deteſta | 


inviolable attac to thair e - He had Fain 


| to believe them, and his credulity has been our ruin. I 5 3 


nicipality of Limbé demanded from M:-Planteay, att 


2 » 


Blin' 's plantation, that they might ex 
This ave, being mn ee That the ac 1 
brought againſt him was falſe and injurious z that, full of em. 
titude to his maſter, from whom be was iy experieneing 
b acts of kindneſs, he. would never be found concerned ie, 
tat might be framed againſt the exiſtence ;of the whites ao 
againſt their property. O'S 


7 7 


In return for this e 3 rg wh ng 


from M, Planteas that Paul delerved credit, he was releaſed. 


In this ſtate matters continued till the 2 1ff, when the p1 . Sa 
lic force, of Limbe, at the requiftion of. the municipal, 
ion, to. take into cuſtody the. wa 

d. of being a ringleader :- the negrg-fledg\ 


proceeded to Beſeriaus 8 


negro cok, ccuſec 
found out the negro; o. Haul, of Blin's 


279 


ation, and, in con- 


junction with the other, conſpirators, | they prepared fire: and. A | 
ſyor d deſtined for the completion o their horrible deſigus· EY 


— 5 


* 


In the. night, between the 22d and 3 * 


reached the ſugar · houſe of Muse plane en at. / ſein | ys N 
Anh expired under \ their — His, cries! 


on the 
houſe, 
brought out the attorney of the eſtate, who was laid breathleſs 

on the ground by two muſket-balls; The: wretches proc 
to the apartment of the head rofiner, nd allaſſinated him ia. 


B 2 ber, 


Mis hoo. A young man, lying _ in n cham- 


\ 


te great houſe. 


tt 


| 5 they left 5 lend nad ROY. blows at n cutlatſes; ye! 
 he-hadifireigeh toerawſts ths tiext'plahtitior, here he . 
| laidthe horrors he neſted, and dit the Jargon only” 
was ſpated'; an exception Which was ieþexiad in eee che 
duke ih generl, bf Whole ablegte eFrots” Jad 
reokdiiel they mi fand in need? Bois rey OY rl * 
ae ae / proceeded to Cn "Bla neationy fe ; 
. rr ee, 2 the nner. I 5 7 414 by 
ad el ai geg 8e the 75 
Al H, with | bee wolle 


9 b thay funis e we pw had brake gut On he fee 
ions of Pal/ct.*' At one of which, tie Viacks, with, 
7 artis in their hands, made way into the chamber of W re. 


fer, with u deſign to affaſſintate bim, hutonly wounded him: 


in the arm; fayourgd” by the alghit; liveſcaped, and fan to 


their defence. M. Odeluc, a member of the Gefleral Alten em 


bay, and attorney for the concerns of Galiftr, Late to "the 


Cage, and Fave information thete of "he infurreRion of his 
netztoer © Eſcorted by the patrble, be reached the plantatis by 
| ſeized the ring-leaders, and returned at their head to the town. 
* Iminediately he went out again, with twenty meh in arme, tlat 


he might reſtore tran 


was the body of a white infant impalti upon a flake. M. Odeluc, 
addrefling himſelf to his coachman, whom he perceir ed aniong 
me foremoſt, exclaimed, 6 Wretch, 1 have treated thee ye 


with kindneſs, why doſt thou fel my death?” . Fra 
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ke whites, who"refidel there, unltgd for” 


uillity and maintain order, But the 
negroes were all embodied, and attacked him. Their fndard, | 


— 


ſs 3 member of th yy: 


roo 


4 9 30d fg e him deliberately in o. 


o the gppainted.fignals' ravols. 


1 ee Feen 


48 77 IOW, SU 340% ly 
+ ft, the. very. ſame. time Floyilh's ga 
25 we ee ; 7 3 mou 
1 5 8 hies 8 
ing WA, 955 er Kaen. the life. of her | 
Phe berg e eee A gate the huſhands. and bald thi 
HA [06.48 e ANON Mes rand e 


500 FS! BEET. Att holga Dok, OP 


M. Robert, @.carpenter,,employedon. FR 898 
| ſeized. IL. the, Degrges, Who bound h n hetween, t 


7 
9110 0} baits 


| A youth, aged Hintern, wounded in tro places, eſcaped the 


fury of the canpibals, 20d it z. Komm him we lame cheſs Eds. 
The word war Ben qxobanged for the boch: fire was ſorts 


he, 


nes, and the buildings ſq9n added to the. 
was the word; and, with | 
the {peed of lightning, it Amed aur on. the .neighbouring: 

"puny. Wherever there. were: whites; there were ſd mas 
Ay, victims favghtered ; men, women, the infant and the: 


. expired indiſcriminagely under the knife of the afafine.. 


A coloniſt was murdered by the very. negroe whom he had 
mes diſtipguilhed by a&s af kindneſs, His wife, firetchod- 


1.6 * Nx, "ok ere to: hun the. Main . 


WL, ; nk; 
N. Cagpes, inhabitant. of, Aru, ferking to, e om 
* theſe horrors, embarked. for the Ca ipe. His domeſtic negra 
— La Such. a, mark af Stab- 
ment determined his maſter to leaxg him a8 2 guard upon, tha 


. 


5 8 that he.might codgayqur t6.preſerve. ite. But N. 


had hardly ſex faqs. on-board, when. apr. tha 8 


x (that ech had fo . 


a bY. 


of the "na were = ip Wen he A A 90 eded tos 

watds' the firongeſt body of che mutiheers, ahd. defito 7 a 5 

| part of they but, finding/ the numbet of revekbrs Theteallng® 
portion to” thei Telſes,” and being "Unable r0' | 

ound, ae in expektatlon of a fe. 

ich angel, wür ht etore hight, fide * 


4 ie Modan 4h ei — the revdftbrs 4 were rally 
ing on Latour's plantation, marched thigher, - Their nab 5 
might be from three to four thotſand. The moment the 21 . 
tillery: was ready to play, to diſperſe them, che negroes pre- 
tended to ſurrender. . d&'Towzard" advanced; many of | 
theni-exclaimed, they would return to their duty. "He truſt. . 
_ ed to their repentance; and retited.” Humanity andthe inte- 
zeſts of the colony enjoined his forbearaiiee,” but it was not 
long before he was undeceivedj the negroes ſepurited indeed, 
but only that they might recruit their numbers "with all the 755 
neighbouring gangs. The army was returned into the fown h 
to take new ſteps for putting an end to che dlorder. be 
revolters profited by chis interval to fill up the meaſure I 
their depredations. Our commun cations with the achacent 
diſtriẽts became impeded. We were alarnied Tet” the diſ- 
order had reached them, and our fears were foon realiſed,” = 
We learnt, by means of perſons eſcaped by tie ſen, that Linbt, 
Plaiſance, Port Margot, were a prey to like horrors, and 9 5 
citiaen, in met his ee diſcovered to us — 8 
f crimes. bx „ 3 v4 {+ 7 Aer 3 a 
M. Poier, Na ee of Port Mien bad taught his e. 
gro- driver to read and write. He had given bim his liberty, 5 
which the fello enjoyed ; he had granted him 19,000 livres,, 4 
which were ſoon to be paid to him; he had allo. given to. My 
this negro's mother a piece of land, on which the cultivated' 
eaſe The moser duced the gang of hs rade 
and 
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and en is lie n eee to een wy 
E Ser 0 95 s "6, et ant ks SK 115 n 


mad x * 
» E 1 
> 013 F3 


_ and, bo, ſes ee ue 0 a been, che = en, 
e e hey accoffed him, with piſtol. at fi Perg. 
ind der 


natura 


ande his money... ie delivered it 3 but 90 ns 
| Kay they obtained i it than they ſtabbed him to the heart. 


t Kerb, Mn Ghauver. du. Breuil deputy te dhe Gene 
0 1 Ls e e e aged canon, . 
ural fo he 


| 1 „ Mii 141 e 5 Gate 
it At Ie Gn Kevins of Limbis a enloniſty eee 
Rae ladies, whites, was tied dawn by ſaage king lender 
of a band, who raviſhed the eldeſt i in his baten anadrherrs 
Va LOR, _ # big ſargllites;, thei . 
i 9 Va e vid eker e ak” 
cones by their (negrogs, .remgiged.on their ; plantations. | 
the . depredations;of thoſe; hom they had moſt truſtee . 
arned them that, it was time. #9. Aye. "The-nurs of Mad. 
aillon, c ed to her there was not an ãuſtant 
to be loſt, and 9 Fered to attend — An old ſervant enga- 
ged to conduRttheir ſteps. Luckily Mad, Baillon's mute e 
wife of aul Hin, one of the negro generals, and had obtain: 
ed ſtom him ſame proviſions, for her maſter's family. At 
her intreaty, he, had; even ro iſec tant 
 barquadier, 3, 09005; to,earry-the fugitives. 10 the Cope { But, 
. nom great their grief at ſceing a little ſkif x I | 
cars, or rowers ! One of, them tried to embark" ee 
lümſey boat over · ſet, and his We: with! ene Wen 
® In the French colonies, the free negroes, as 
e | cu 45 r ee 
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CY thad been elt Kindly wan Hern 4 


| livered thoſe human maſtért th the AfAHH s 


1 4 


Again / lief 0 „eke . eg 2 

u breaking his promiſe” [Her replied} & Hat be 0 
vided this as a preferable mbde of death to that bel Ws the 
<vevoltershal prepared fot th unhappy fimiiy: per 
mu recital; with terror, deſpair gave chem new rangi; | 
they ſet off on foot, and after being twetity-6ii ehe in Nt 5 
cor ming a journey of billy Re leagues, ebery 
wil danger, they arrived at Port ne cr _ 
reached che Cape? raid a et 255016360 BY. 

& bern eee the es gained grun At ib," EL 
Anil. bunt a Med the diflriets Of hint HA 5 
Fremme only heaps of ultes and of man glad eee 
Neoching, one would think; could (WW b Frörf bf 
; eltvrdoinly! and Yeu] Str er. 0 d ie 


rh 12 4 8 


ſoulr of dhe Inſom esto. It was RMS e 


ae ehe ſeduced and Mrtar up ds feilt d Kallge diſpaled 
_ torfideliey;41 it was they Ho maffacred l Ws Tefüfer tö be- 


can their actotnptices © Whük 1 leb 61 ru nal? E, 
ne What's heart!bres ing diſtoviry" th the” colohitht 
_ thenlleſves,” to who futufity could” ſaxgsſt"hotling” it 
profpeAts of deſpair; if, in me matt of cb mah erke, there” 
| hadnotyet bern found ſlaves vhô gave ptoofs of ah Iinincible 
fidelity and who made riaifelt heir dethrmittiatioNt ed Feject" 
vin diſdain! the ſeduAicns of! tiefe wd Have chidtaVOlired? 
dy-pibiniſes'of liberty to envelgle'tHeti” into cerraia tue 
tivell Liberty is noh? mai büt it in the Fit ef uſtir malt} 
oe asdf der bone tthchinient ail eta ate | . 


| — Mick "by ad ne 2 4 
4 got >. | | 


how gt „ 
We teln ; the niarra "WY ities, Y FR wy V 
th 7 ; 1 i x / EF, 955 4 
one Hundt oy ic r es. | were in "rebellion, &6 id all 5 ; 5 | 


| bu udings and plantations, | of more "than Half the } Northerti - JT 3 
7 province, appeared only a8 one ' general :onflagration „„ 
Plains: ahd the, mountains were filled with carnage and deluged 
with blood., The coloniſts, fy upified with 15 knew det 
where to ſeek Tefugez, . one flies for fafety 1 to > the x 'wogds; 15 "It „ 
chere betrayed by, his Hegroes, and {abbed: another confided | 

In the ee of his gang; 0 4 rebel bm Neals* i 
among them; by. gang, "Tiles, and the oprigtor f is their _ 
dim. 1 age 3 HS 28 e Fong E er 8 
| /" "Scattered over a an. extent * countfy; ; Tate ſetec by ir 
wins and geep valleys; the Aying. inhabjtates/ attemptd'to- 
rally and. to fell their lives "dearly D T e roads \ were 'blocka= 
ded; the were s taken prifoners an Walcker. 9 CO 125 
_ They, who re- united, "oppoſed but a feeble b witk 38d zoainlt 
the ſwelling tortent ; they wete koutet, taken, Abd i 
in tortüres their" reren for al pick Varia” Ren hor? 
rible ſcenes Were 4Aing at the vety pate of the town bf the 
Cape.” 0 Tetror and asap; took ppſſeſon * wi LILLE 5 
yet Al felt the urgency of providing for their common fi 
They aſſembled, Red in condert, the citizens took ame, 705 
the General Alembly placed "the Pittioti'rrodps af under 
|  &inimanid of the governor, - r oo ory 8 
Tue totyh of the Cape, with {bout wie choüfand b 
the mot, had to keep in check fits en thouſnd 
ready to follow the example of thoſe without; Uni many . 
diſpoſed whites. The General Aﬀembly deliberated bne en- 
tire night” upon. the mean of preſervation from intprhat: ene 
mies. Thee reſuſt was, to where ſolely to a well-dirgQted aid - 
conſtant witch dyer their” conduct and their "Gipolitiohs. | 
The revel Had been too ſudden; and tos well cone | 


leave M Hope of ſtopping e br 4 weren; its tavs 65. "The 


I 


town of the FO thi 


vb ab o#4 bot 


[ q * * — 
8 and incapable of fortification, without 2 de 

and immenſe "labour, | It was extremely to be 
1 leſt th : revolted negr uld pour down upon the 
az d, favoured and a by thoſe within, make a 

affacre of th the whdle race of the whites. One Te- 
fas rs only remained; to take po „ 
* 5 of the hills contiguous to the town ; to eſtabliſh a com- 
manding poſt, which, by, | e help of the adjoining marſhes, 
he protect it; and to defend the road of Ja Pein Anſe by a 
ol cannon and boats laſhed together. This reſolution ; 
ted and executed; thence-forwards.the Cape, ſur- 
rounded by a ſolid gabiade, by chevaux-de-frize, and by con- 
liderable poſts, might feel i its ſituation leſs alarming. Ps 
During this interval, not a winutg was loſt in ſending i in- 
a, to the pariſhes which were yet unconta- 
minated, and in fuggeſting to. them the proper precautions 
to, be taken. 5 inhabitants of thoſe pariſhes formed a 
league, and eſtabliſhed cam 5, more or leſs. conſiderable : 
theſe were ſtationed at Trin, alliere, Great River, Aer 1, | 
Donden,. 4 Marmelade 1 Mar got, and other places in 
Anger. The revolters followed the dame plan; they ſtetion- 
ed camps.in all, the diſlricte they had ravaged. | Moreover, 
they forced. the camp of the whites at Great River, and killed 
or put to flight all the inhabitants of that diſtrict; the camp 

at Dondon ſhared the fame fate, after a conteſt of ſeyen hours, 
in which more than one hundred whites fell... The few un- 


the Span but were driven baok. ws ge HAN 
 Gramals Reynaud, and Lambert, ebe of 
; y Dondon, reached, however, the pouſp of 
2, Spaniſh. coloaiſt, their, intimate friend » this we 
on one ſide urged dy he ftrongeſt feelings, on, the. other, by 
the fear of being burnt out by his . 
bop the dre Frenchmen ocked: u 


4 1 935 


4 


1 * A 


| vitiente he ler: thint* eas w_ night, in in the wth "or defer 
and under advantage of a Norm. e OI ED 4 1 1 
Shall it be told you, that ale feat” the indignatic 
_— conduct of our weſt ke muſt have excited, a 
depoſitions and the public report Rate, that ſeveral inhabitants 


of Dondon, who took refuge among the Spanidids, were 1 
ven beyond the limits, and Hd to the rebet negrs hieb, in 


conſideration of threg Portugal pieces 132 1 lvies' of nat, 
per head, and that they wert put to dea. 5 

The diſtricts of Recon, Mur ibu vas, Thi 
7 Caracole; Ouanaminthe, and fort Dauphin, forming 
Eaſtery part of the Northern province, were {til} unihj jired; 
ane was an object of inſtant neceſiit) .- ni 85 250 

A camp was eſtabliſted under the orders of M. de Rouvrai 
which completely anſwered the purpoſe for which'ir was s forin- 


FF Is 7 0 


* 


While thels alarming tranſactions were patling | he" : wn 
of the Capp was refortgd to by the inhabitants o fthe'nelgh- 
bouring hills and plains, eſcaping from the word of che af 


 faffins. It was then that M. Blanchelande f thought it pru- 
dent to march out two ſmall bodies of troops, which, j joins . 


ed by M. de Rouvrai, attacked and carried, in ſuc 
ſeyeral camps of the revolters, ſituated on the plantations 8 
\ Chabanon, 1a Chevallerie Bullet, Duplat, Charitt , Denort, 
Daten and Galiſet; in each of which many Enel, whi 
rifoners were ſet at liberty, It is from them, Sits, that we 
— ee e 


. Your ſenfbſlity, already excited, 


dane of chlp wn — rae, 


y 4 * 1 & 

)?? 0 oe TR | 2 %% „ 898 

65 £ „ 13 BS to : # . R BY Þ 372 AP ROS BER. IT of. bs 4. * 6 #3 4:4 ='E l 
* 


4 
t ge Gl e 1rd 


FE "Runge, ue. 5 


Ae 1969.9 


1 che rebel rien, we diſcovered that Fa, diforens, | 
chiefs of theſe banditti are at bitter enmity with each other; 
every troop forms a party, and theſe parties are always at 
variance, always ready for mutual deſſruction. The autho- 
rity they have eſtabliſhed is abſolute deſpotiſm. The chiefs, 
exerciſe unheard- of tyranny over thoſe they command: the 
leaſt diſobedience, the ſlighteſt ſign of heſitation, is puniſhed 
with death; and it is a notorious truth, that more negroes 
have been ſacrificed | to. their own ignorant rage and ſuſpicion 
than we have been compelled. to deſtroy in our defence, al- 


15 though we have obtained over them ſeveral ſignal advantages, 


Their acts of cruelty fall even on. thoſe who have voluntarily . 
engaged in the revolt, But who will not ſhudder to hear in 
what. manner they puniſh thoſe who determine to remain 
faithful to their maſters They! ſeize them by force and roaſt 
them at the! next fire, They have been ſeen, with the cru - 

lty of cowards, placing, i in the front of battle, the aged, the 
infants, and the women; and, finding them unfit for action, 
making uſe, of them to parry our blows, Have they any 
wounded, and for want of ſurgeons cannot. dreſs their 
wounds ?— they confine them in a hut and ſet fire to it. In 
ſhort, take this for certain if the ſanguinary deſigns of 


theſe uncivilized and. ferocious men ſhould be realized in re-. 


fea to the Whites; ' ſhould they accompliſh. the extermina- 
tion of the Europeans in the. colony ; ſoon would you. ſee St. 
| Domingo preſenting. a picture of all the atrocities of Africa. 
Subjected to the moſt arbitrary maſters, diſtracted by the moſt 
bloody wars, they would render their priſoners ſubſervient. to 
their , caprices "Pp and the moderated lexyitude, under which 
they are held 'by us, would be exchanged for a laben Aggras 
vated by Al the refinements of barbariſm. 7 | 
In the deplorable ſituation. we have deſcribed, M. Blanche- 

lande, who acted in concurrence with the General Aſſembly, 
thou oy it "one to ſuggeſt a proclaniation which'might con- 
vn! 4 2 | tribute 
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* er back the tevolters to their a0, - Ts Jes 
nerat:Afſembly;* compoſed of plat 
with the character of the negroes, repreſented cob 


ger of ſuch a proclamation, and poſitivel/ refuſed mb 5 
ſanction. The week following; M. Blanchelande renewed 
his propoſal. The ſame motives dictated the fame refulal | 

he did it, becauſe he learned that the negroes were willing eo 
ſubmit themſelves, The proclamation was made and den 
vered by twelve dragoons, What effect was produced: by 
this meaſure ? Seven of them were aſſaſſinated in the camp 
of the rebels, and the others ſaved themlelyes, with nn | 


He petſiſted; and determined to iſſue it in his oui n; 


uy: 1 


It would anſwer n en Sirs, to'deſeribe: to you an the ; 
baten to Which our unfortunate fellow-Eitizens' have been ; 


a prey. Poſterity will be ſhocked at ſo r care cm- 
mitted in the names f philoſophy and liberty, - n 
Vet have we only, in this relation, FA to your Hint 
ſca:tered outlines of the dreadful picture of thoſe evils, which 
have, viſited, probably ſtill viſit, a country, but lately fo 


peaceful, ſo flouriſhing, ſo valuable to the. French empite! 


You will better judge by a ſummary of the loſſes which the 


eolony had experienced at the period of our departure. 


They reckoned, in the pariſhes of Plat iſance, Port Margot, ; 
F imbi, o LL, Aeul, 4 P laine du Nord, 2 Patite. Anſe, | 
Morin, Limonade, Sainte Suſanne, Mala, Cutiallettas, Great 
River, Dondon, and other diſtricts, more than two” hunde 


ſugar-works, twelve hundred coffit-works, many Tidigo-works, 
entirely burned d 


of mirchandiſe; had ſhared the fame fatrs": By aiding t0uheſe 
wr pam} eln, "All the inflruments- of huſbandry,” 1 


"by — ale, aul; gf igea * 
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0 on; numerous Halen, ar Hilkeries, many © 
aunſdrabli villages, public, magazines, an .immanſe. quantity. 
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7 W Vet, n upnuards of fax bone 
millions of liurii The aſſiſtance of the nation, the exertions 
_ of commerce, and our induſtry, may, perhaps, repair them: 
but what thall dry the tears that ſlow for more than one 
 Gawfand of our ſellow-eitigens flaughtered, the victims of 
dc eruel revolt] Can ſenſibilily be mute, when we reflect, 

_ eranquillity-can be re- eſtabliſhed, and that, ſhould they ſuc- 
nnn — Ae ee en e | 
ene fpoken of alu! 44% Dare of hs 
Nan nes e eee 


* 


n. following. ee nrg, from 6 authentic, account. ef lodge of 
this ynfortunate co'ony, publiſhed, in December laft, by Mr. Baillio, ab 
| | Satleman, a few days after his arrival at Paris from St. Domingo. | yr 
de Several journals have taken incredible” pain to ſoften the repreſenta 07 of 
6 this maſs of horrors. I can affirm; that the General Alſembly, -whoſe meetings - 
oj ai Oetoben, had, at the-dloſe of the preceding month, 
es Mee yu an egos, two; bundred and twenty-two = 
| 22 ſaga -eftates and between cleven and twelve hundred coffee-plantations, and it 
cebit not then de known how fir the wittinef had extended Iſclf ainodg the = 
. with which ins dun of the Caps ume 5 
eee, eee bot nnd Hiw tot 
1 re of 1 te men ee ehre Whol Ber had doe 
Lentz er wha, had been. otherwiſe butchered, by the nogroes, then amounted 
: © wor wore than phy Ric, ns ee 
% ͤ——— mmitnec 
v by. the revolter i thoſe barbarians, in whoſe fayour 4 certain ſect of philoſophers 
«6«{9. warmly intereſt themſelves ! DOM eee children 
% have in mary places bien murde. ed without pity, and moſt frequently beforg 
* the eybs, or clingicy 16 tle bof um, öf their mithets.” "The young women indeed 
be not deen murdered choſore they have fblificd" the brutal lu of theſe 
. fayager, and been, aby ic 400 haviefula- manner for the hen to deſcribe. 
1 Tofants im paled on the, ends of. piles have been their enſigns, The Sie 
b of polices} was yailed. 5 ona of the inter of 3- plantation, d hi3 
bs Urabs, ge by 690, cut-off; che lors ben God Bogen fe lanks and Hoe 
er Mor bu, Wages 5 * * 
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ral properties there; the gangs Grandf andi 

and Fond Ferrier, feen, 1 1 170 L 
The dete kon of a, cohipi tf 55 mak 3 8 
diſtri from caenage and con AF 

Archaie, Des V. Uafes, and | 4+ Cul de 05 

ſome commotions, TE a timely arxelt of ex of the; 

faved that place from the impending ei... .., mm 
The Southern, parts. had alle rent c fi 


precautions taken OL 
mointained their tranquillit 
chin, that the meaſures; 1ployed are m ene 
dity chan the pledges. of ſecwity,,.. * tas eeagoohonil 0 
. bus, Sirs, you behold on every ſid olony threateg- 

ed; and, if there be; colo ee. yet co be faves, from 
fo many complicated dangers, fill will . Aae to — 
ih wares 
* 17 ore. acute, the effects of Latigne, terror, aut wee. 
A in, a > Wk wh every, . Sk nature 
plantations will cauſe, dhe eren, your. man 
ſucceſſive bankruptcies will injure 
Paris, will be felt by, the moneyel man 80 

in che inmoſt of your provinces it win check the « collect 
taxes; the decreaſe: of ſhipping in the {ea-perts val odr 
calling upon you for juſtice | 


calamities,; and can they fill. to be deteed, 
cunning, ka the cruel e with which they dae 
4 „ bet” 4 + 8 589 21 $47 by INS So det, . bong 
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We paſſed our lives i in ere T in 2 f 
bar ſlaves. A paternal government Fad, for man years paſty 
meliorited i the condition of our negroes; and Oe? affirm, 
that tpillions of Europeans, atiacked by every want, lübeck 


"every miſery, poſſeſs fewer enjoyments than thoſe who ; 
have been repreſented to you, and to the world in ge te 0 


loaded With chains und periſhing by a dilatory death. 


dut political or civil exiſtence, continually a prey to the weak 
captficidis fury of tyrants, who divide among then chat vaſt 
.uncivilized country, is changed in our cofonies for a conditioit 


of Coimfort and enjoyment. . hey are deprived of nothing 3 
for, liberty, which; it is, true, they have riot, is 2 plant that hag 
never yet proved fertile in their native foil; and, whatever the 
ſpirit of party may aſſert, whatever imag pissen may invent, 5 
vel Anſormed men are not to be perſtaded that the tiegiod 7 


in Africa have the enjoyment of freedom. The ttaveller, 


who has moſt recently vifited apart, hitherto aloft unknown; 
af that extenſive conntry, has given us, im his long and inte- 
reſting Work, x biſtory only of blood and deſolation. The h 
men who inhabit-Aby/inia, Wadi; tlie Galla, and the Funge, | 
fromthe: coaſts of the Indian ocean to the very frontiers of 
Teype den! to auge in ferocity and darbarity, the hyznas" 
e has there created, Slavery 1 


wich them, a fle of honour; and life, in thoſe horrible cli- 
mates; is a poſſeſſion unprotected by nay: laws, and ou” e 
by at the will of a fanguir | 4 

ate of the-negroes, in Africa, wich the mild and 


Ss 
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declamation 


mid Fi 


ation of” "the negroes, in Africa, without property, view : 


mation, wade . at 
comfort they enjoy in our colonies; Jet 2 een 


þ Cl 


_— to wunde (far. more 
than from zeal in the eee 4 eee 1 
recal the regulations which governed our negroes before they 
were ſeduced and alienated from us; proyided againſt every 
want; ſupplied with accommodations, unknown in the greater 
part of the cottages of Europe; ſecure in the enjoyment of 
their properties; ¶( for, they had property and it was ſaureu 3 
norſed, in times of ſickneſs, with reer an attention 
which may be ſought in vain in the much - boaſted | 

of - England: protected, reſpected, in the jnfum. 
age; at eaſe in reſpect to their children, their 

their affections; ſubjected to a labour cal 


to the ſtrength of each individual, becauſe - prep ut magnet 


employments were claſſed; and intereſt CORY ne- 
nity fail) enjoined an attention to the 


numbers; enfranchiſed whenever they had merited it . . 


1 was the juſt, unflattere me 
rnment of our negroes; and this domeſtic governme 

2 (particularly in the laſt ten oi with 

an anxiety, of which you will find no example in Europe. 


The ſineereſt attachment eonnected the maſter and his flaves. 
Wie ſlept in ſecurity in the midſt of men that were become 


our children, WEE net neee COP 
our houſes. 5 
Not 3 N * diſewiſe ound PUR 2 

nil among the planters, a very {mall number of hard and 


ferocious maſters, But what was the lot of theſe wicked - 
men? ' Blaſted in their fame, deteſted by men of character, 


outcaſts of ſociety, diſtredited in their buſineſs, they lived i in 
diſgrace and diſhonyur, and died in miſery and deſpair," T 


names are never pronounced without indignation in the 4 | 


ny, and the bad eſtimation in which they are held ſerves as a 


3 wha, yet unyerſed in the management of 
. D : Hair 2 


— 


of the metropolis, On Rb reng 
„ eee en eee l du 


| were totally unknown to this ociety, although they were ob. 


into exceſſe proved, by experience, to be as contrary te 
ee us they are, Wen of pres hn —_— 
hae become infamous. - 
Here we appeal, not to thoſe . write romanoes 0 la 
a name as men of ſenſibility, to acquire a momentary popu- 
larity, ſoon to- be wrefted from them by general indignation, 
but to thoſe who have viſited, who know, the colonies, Let 
them ſay if the recital we have made is n or if we _ 
colourod it to imereſt you in our cauſe. | 
Me repeat it, a, ee de les in Mil fide lf 
- tranquillity and happineſs, and we returned to the mother- 
country, the protectreſs of our properties, the entire tribute 
of our produce, which was applied in 2 to wats "— 


: Meantime, Sirs, a 3 ee up in ths be 00 0 

F rance, x and prepares, at a diſtance, the deſtruction e con- 
vulſions to which we are now a prey. Unohtruſive and mo- | 
deſt in their outſet, they profeſſed only a deſire ta alleviate 
che lot of our ſlaves; but that alleviation, already ſo far ad- 
vanced in che French iſlands, muſt reſult from means which 


jects of our unceaſing attention, until obliged to abandon 
them, by theſe incompetent meddlers having excited, among 
n men We 
diſtruſt. 
In order ta meliorate gradually: the lot 40 the avid; ſou 
to increaſe the number of the emancipated, there ſhould cer. 


tainly be a previous ſolicitude of attention to the perfect ſafety 

of their maſters. But, an expedient ſo wiſe would have gain- 
2 (A faciety which foreigners and bad men have Inftituted for our detradtion | 
'« + e e oF Frates,”” 6:1 i 

ee, n — 
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Sue des Noirs, and which have ſo lately b 
On a ſadden this ſociety demands an 

Trade; that is to ſay, that the profits, hich may 
it to the French commerce, ſhould be transferred to ſor TH 
for, never will their romantie a 

ropean powers, that it is incumbent upon them to: abandoyy. 
the culture of their colonies, and ta eee 7 
Africa a prey to the barbarity of their native- . 
1 4 unter more humane ma SD 
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ment; and, profiting by the univerſal ardour of all Nrenche 


men in the cauſe of liberty, intereſts them, from tha remem- EE 
brance of their ſervitude, in its deſign to put an end to that | 
of the negroes. Its blind enthuſiaſm, or its perverſity, fore | = 
gets, that thoſe ſavage men are incapable of knowing in what _ 
true ſocial liberty conſiſts, or of enjoying it with moderations 1 
and that the raſn law, which ſnould Teſtroy' their prejudices, 

would be, them and to us, a ſentende of death. e 4 | 
| Thenceforwards,: this ſociety, or kt leaſt ſams of its mem- 
ke have given an unbounded looſe to. their exiterpriſey all 
means have ſeemed to them good, ſo they might but tend to 
its accompliſhment, The open attack, the deep und ftudied 
4nuendo, the baſelt and moſt deſpicable ealumnies, have been 5 8 
: D3 . practiſed | e 
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15 wat dune of the u 


the colonial 2081 atures, 


i a a ri tar hatin | 
mere; at. another time, it arms the mereantile 
6 that we have in view a diſgraceful 
bankruptey, a chimerical independence, and that, in our ca- 
beer of „ eee build e nnn e 
e ee ene TY eee 
having offered us principles incompatible with the intereſts of 


me mother- vountry, when, in ſpite of its infidious/ counſels, 
vs haue declined to adopt them, fill are we accuſed, by the 


cial ee enlightened wen; bt artet and therefore 


profuſion into our colonies; the journals in their * 


0 dee, publiſh this deelaration in the midſt of 
GY the writings of the is de an e announce, 


1 En 2 1 22 : Ov H I 735 82 t 
The deeree of ahi Sth! tec . led to 


cheek theſe deſperate plots. But can the Amis des Noirs re- 
_ verence any law but thoſe oaths by which they are bound to- 


gether, and that vom which they have formed to carry fire 
and ſword into our habitations ? If a law be favourable to 


their” theories, they adopt, they promulgate, they interpret, 


chat law, If repugnant, they miſconſtrue, diſavow, inſult, it, 


without ſhame; 1 hr eee er e 
mne. ekt 4 | 


8 
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mr in 1 15 auth that they — 
anbiters of our pro 
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. 2 ee, agen wo abi niet 
ſhutting up from us the ci 


ſecurity the rack on whith our i poſi ons are Pic; ; 3 


10 igt nds . ; 


ae it with ſuares,, and aur rum 

When it was found thatabey; hat (paiplyfatterd ap 
[nn obtaining from the Nati 
ef our ſlaves, they attempted Saba 8 


us, by perſuading that Afſembly 40, felge ch. Jeff 3 : 


. the queſtion of the People, of: Golp 


' we hould aug hun make the lows, 5er this Jubiafs wbichotre 


guire great delicacy aud prudienct! in their application Na 


bad pledged ourſelves that thoſe laws ſhoula by juſt and humane. 


But, that boan, which, then granted; by tha white pleat, 
W n are neee ection ans | 


nevolence exiſting between. thoſe low glaſſes af men, is me · f 


ſented to them, by the Amis des Noirs, as an offering af 
thy and a means of avoiding equitable ſtipulations. 
Other meaſures were tried to gain their point: they « collect- 
8 together at Paris ſome people of colour; ; they extolle 
- their underſtandings ; thay invited them to unite their cauſe 
with chat of the negroes. Theſe men paſſed over 40 rr Do- 
mingo, in che ſort of delirium occaſioned by ſuch doctrine; 
they communicated to the ſlaves thoſe hopes with Ry ; 
had been amyſed; they were loaded with libels and gamphl 
which encouraged the men of colour and the ſlaves to a bene 
ral inſurrection, and to a general maſſacre of the Whites. 
"Oge" was the firſt victim of this fital error; eng ef hid 


- brokers milled by him, declared, the gth An ch, in * 
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dew which took Fiese only the a gf ef Aug 
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and at 4 au * n * 

fo early as the moi N February, and to cauſe the devaſt 45 
ſt, He named 
ene and'offers 
ed proof. It was the voice of his conſe oke 


wu at that moment, the laſt that remained to him — 


vering the truth. "A e an i en, * 
4 —.— cya of this f feriner Allen b in this general delirium, 
3 qo Bey tated by diftt Fand und 


while hi newer — ulging themſelves in a thouſand | 


fatal dreams, was the diſcuſſion of the ecree of the '15th of 
May agitated among you. A ſhoal of writings, previous 
ani ſubſequent,” have been diſſeminated among our gangs, 
There have been read, and commented upon, thoſe terrible 
menen the ſignal of blood and confl ration | 
PzrIH THE CoLonies.+ T LT 
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letter, addreſſed to his brethren, the Men of Colour, announ- 


W ger rein 
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＋ The worde uſed by Mr. en in the n 
attempting to prove that the declaration of rights implied an eafranchiſement of 
all the Negroes in the Colonies. Let the colonies per] ig”. ſaid he, & rather than | 


a our principles!” His ſpeech was printed; and, with many other 


nme Vide appendiz( F.) 
bs #145 ** 1388 e 4 2 of 

1 Thi inthe exprſon ofthe Abe Grignre, the maſt oxlous pd afive of th 
ſociety of the Amis des Noir.— Mr. Baillio, in the pan before g ted, ſays: 
4, Heis looked upon at the Cape in the light be deſerves, and it is upon him the 
E een of the planters particularly falls aue. in one of his writings he 
l 4 ſeetas 


* 


worked upon by ſo — Amun by ll, 


written in eharacters of bleod, read at evenings in 


in the midſt of aſſemblies of wer che en dean 


only diſorder and pillage — 
with which they were ſtricken? — Ali memsey E the kind= 


i % At ty [ionic W 0042408#\e;r Jay met % 369.87 i 
#6 ſcerns to fore til the ruin of the.colonies, of the maritime towns, and mn 


eh in conſegyence of an emancipation af the _negroes, 0 Unworth I. tals, 


£151 


'«  exclaims this holy man,” ( Far graſs, and be juſt, 60 Her this, ye adult 
« ous planters, ye numerdus ſeamen, inhabitants of the ſen- pot 
. man afacturers, all ye four millions. of Frenchmea' who direQtly and indiretly. 


4 live and proſper by the rich productions af the colqaies l. . Ear grab! #480. 


. the pious Abbe Gregoire. —Foulon, the deteſtable Foulon, withed alſo that 
«the people of paris might live wpon bay, and therefore was his hideous head 


# borne i upon a pile. The juſtice of the coloniſto has hithierts only emblematically | 
'« "overtilien the abbe, - * mn before the poſt-office RR. 


a Nampoh, in July len.. , 1 | Bailliog; Mot, de Verit6y:pages; 
Many of the mmulatzoes ze « rcreodents REAR 


in France; from ſome of whom, particularly the Abbe Gregeire, letters of a avery 
extraordinary tendency were received and diſlributed through rhe colony. In one of 
_ letters, after promiſing protection and ſupport, * the abb declares, that 

b the day will ſon come when the ſun hall ſhine upon free: people ony. The 


e beams, of 'the morning, ſays hey 4 ſpall no longer, give light to the Setters of 
# ſlavery,” Theſe and fimilar expreſſions were exaggerated into one point: har 


the King had given freedom to all the faves in St. Domingo; and thi Abb Origoires | 
to a0 bgſe good offices this benevolence 4vas imputed, was immediately conſidered as 'the 
' patron of al/ the mulattoes and negroes in the iſland : It is no wonder, therefore, that, 
conſidering their maſters unjuſtly to withhold, from them thoſe privileges which | 


they believed were granted them in . 2 determined to do juſtice to 

themſelves by murdering their , eee above ene be is a eee by 
: Four following circumftance 1% N 
«In eee a eee 

was found about his neck a medal of San Gregorio, a Saint in the Romiſh calendars 


and it appeared in eyidence that this medal was worn hy the negro as the portrait 
of his patron, the abbe: the fimilority of the name giving countenance to the 


 conceit. An impreflion of this n It 
e ee SAN GEEGORIO MAGNO, Fo u CRIT 


Particulars of the inſur reftion in St. Dominge, printed in the Buer a 


Ae bus for blu. Feaſons * that Rand. 


„ cultivatürs, 


ee. LE r 


. - ” 


rr 
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vet of hei ene from-theig- minds; «deſire of 
n 


e thoſe men, inveterately malevolent, who have greedily 
_ ſeized; in the writings of the Amis des Neirs andin the inter- 


pretation of decrees, eee 10 ho 
N inſurrection; „ 

Is our meaſure of abs ſuficiently full, Rn we may 
Hhopenclatt to have the truth no more diſguiſed? Have we a 
valid claim to the retribution of the laws, without waiting 


' thoſe proofs, which muſt reſult from the proceedings now on 


Foot at St. Domingo, and which will be tranſmitted to us? 
The fatal influence of the authors of ſo many calamities, — 
is jt not already evideiitly proved by the whole of their tranſ- 
ions and by their criminal writings ?. Can it be doubted, at 


| this time, that our ruin is their work? And ſhall France ftill 
_ meſirainthe cry of indignation, ee e e ene · 


mics? 

4 P 2 lattered with hopes that 8 like ours would find 
candlation ; in the boſom of the mother-country, — that, on 
ur arrival in the capital, where we have at leaſt a claim to 
pity, the hearts of our fellow- citizens would be open to our 


complaints, —we find ourſelves preceded by calumny! They, 


who have. made light of our properties and our blood, rec- 


 -koned upon being objects of our bitter reproaches, and have 
. endeavoured to anticipate them. Skilled in the arts of defa- | 
5 mation, which are habitual to them, aſter having rendered us 


the victims of their machinations; it remained to caſt upon us 
the reproach and the ſhame. With a cruelty, equalled only by 
their diſregard for probability, they have dared to fabricate and 


> to report, that our conſtituents were themſelves the contri- 


yers of their own afllitions! they have dared to affirm, that 
the abſurd and barbarous project of effecting a Counter-Revo- 
Jution was the . ta which ned. prowl pro- 


4 5 1 


perties, their families, their lives! "They haye dared to fay 


that 1 we withed t to offer durſelves to Great- Britain! NR 
In return, we will aſk of you, Sirs; with che Boldneſs of 


Freemen and of French Citizens; (tor; after ally' we 700 dre 
F. renchmen and Citiz ens, we will alk of you, whether it be 


. ie to atiy ſet of men; of any nation upon Carth; te in- 
with ſuch effrontery, thoſe whom they have imured ! 


What]! Ve place fire and ſword in tie hands of dur nes 


Sroes] Y// light che torch that bas deſtroped our W- 


tions! "Ih ſharpen the daggers that have dſſaſſimated o 
brethren and our r friends! Me prompt the brutal paſiiagh of 
| which our femal es have been tlie hapleſs victims 37/7 kindle 
in our country be yolcanb Which has Already covered it will 
aſhes, and which. perhaps will reduce it to nothing! 

"Theſe deſolators, calling themielves patriots, accuſe) us of 


having plotted a countet-revolution; "They. are then unn 
formed, that, from the earlieſt days of the'Revolution;'it has 
had our veneration; atid that, as being more expoſed under a 
deſpotic government to oppreſſion, we have; with nl 


dour, ſprung towards liberty.” Our moſt reuent 


teſtify i in our favour. Is it the act of —— 


to have declared, in conſtituting our *fſembly; that ! 
would protect, with all the power of ibe lat and public pia 
zion, the recovery F the debts due to the "mothercountry® « * 
it the act of 'a counter-fevolutioniſt to have thert xeeo) 

that to the Natibnal Aſſembly belongs "oo _ 10 n/ti 
en and commercial regulations ? ” 5 03d 


Is it the a& of a countet-tevrkiciaptl} to have: writteri 10 5 
| the repfeſentatives of the nation, while the grave was open- 


ing beneath our feet, that bur "af fie and bur . vow 
be far o our Fa, Fs | 


"IMP rs 


1 We will wit hd rae 009" ib Joanie eee Yeu I 


nn r Tearn from us bs," 1 | 
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Had eee e 4 wit FE the Natic 18] 
Aſſembiy we-ſhould have addreſſed ſuch ſentiments? __ 
It is aſſerted, it is printed and publiſhed, that we wiſhed i to 
offer ourſelves to Great Birtain,—Our reply to this falſehood 
is very ſumple, it is written in every page of our verbal pro- 
ceſs; There ve have manifeſted our principles, and, we can 
fafely aiim. the full performance of our duty. | 
But we will ge yet farther: permit us an 1 which 
our ſituation, Sigler: in the ee: of hiſtory, e us 


to ſtate. / 
At — * te infurretion breaking out, al the i in- 


habitats of the town of the Cape. were anxious to discover | 


the cauſe of an event ſo horrible. HI 
A journaliſt had printed the decrees: os the 8 and r th 


„ May laſt, with the ſpeech of 34, Mommeron, deputy of 


the Ile of France. The firſt depoſitions ſtated, that theſe 
papers, with all thoſe of the pretended philanthropiſts, were 

read and; commented upon, by a mulatto upon Nermand's 
plantation, in the nocturnal aſſemblies where the negro- dri- 
vers inet, who are now the ring · leaders of the rebels. We 

learnt chat the town of the Cape was to be included in the 
eduſlagration, and that within that town were lurking thoſe 
who were to ſet it on fire and maſſacre all its inhabitants. 

Tmmediately-a.cry of rage and deſpair aroſe on all ſides. The 
philanthropifts, France itſelf, were accuſed of this dreadful 
plot: diſtraction and fury were impreſſed on every, counte- 
nance; every heart was in agitation; every thing menaced s 


horrible butchery, à general confuſion, © Already the report 


of muſquets was bears! Negroes and mulattoes received their 


1 0 muſt eie, our laſt eyes ſhall. bs turned toms Princs—our kf wide 


ſhall be for her.” 
e lldrafiy to the Na anus, 5 the — of the General Afembly of 


Ee. P. bt capvsen, preſident. 
contents 


a1 


8 at the yery door of the General 1 Aſcmbly, Some 
aſſumed a white cockade, fome loudly called for the protection 


of the Engliſh, ſome aſſumed a plack cockade, Thoſe words; 
The Nation, the Law, and the King, diſappeared from the 
hall which was preparing for the Genera! Aﬀſembly; 4 "hand, » 
| bewildered by rage, obliterated them, Exclamations were 
| heard, that the government at home had yielded us to the mulr= 
derer's ſword, to the torch of incendiaries l that, in ſhove, 
they had delivered us over to every human crime in one day, 
believed to be the laſt of the colony Furious voices blaſphemed 
againſt a country, to whom they were Fong — . yo 
their protection — but their death! 1 
In the midſt of this frenzy, of which no power could re- 
preſs the firſt effuſion, the General Aſſembly was yet atten- 
tive to meaſures of ſecurity, The moments were precious. 
5 8 proclamation was iſſued, forbidding, under pain of death, + 
any one to take away another's life. Four of the members 
made it public even whilſt it was writing, Theſe commiſ- 
ſioners carried it from place to place; and met, in every place, 
mobs, and ſhouts, and | eyen inſults; but they ſucceeded in ſa- 
ving the mulattoes, who, being accuſed, would otherwiſe have 
been maſſacred; and their care and their wen 2 22 
the fury of the people. 3 
A ney alarm Was ſyggeſted, The Gaia Aſſembly was 
Pony + of participating in the crime of the people of colour, 
and was threatened, Its courage remained unabated. The 
mulattoes offered to arm themſelves for the common defence, 
"and to leaye as hoſtages their wives and children. The | 
Aſſembly ventured to arm them, and, uniting them with the 
ſoldiers of the regiment of the Cape, thus converted. into de- 
© fenders thoſe who had been nearly ſacrificed, as enemies. 
At this violent criſis, which betokened a ſubverſion of all 
things; if, giving way to impreflions ſo calculated to inſpire 
wy” we had experienced its effects; if, like thoſe who ſur» 
t E 2 rounded 


# 8 7. - . 


be ee * 8 us at that N we bad r 
our country in no other, light than as the cauſe of our misſor- 
tunes; if we had called in a foreign power to ſnatch the 
coloniſts from their butchers, to ſave their properties, to 
preſerve t the very credit of the metropolis: — Where is that 
man, having a conſcience, who would have dared to condemn 
us? Vet were we ſtill F renchmen! - — And ſhall we, after 
this, be reduced to the abject neceſſity of juſtifying ourſelves 
from the. reproach of having aimed at independence? Let 
them examine all our acts: if there be a ſingle one that tends 
to looſen us from thoſe indifſoluble ties which attach us to 
the empire; our heads are here to ſuffer the puniſhment 
due to ſuch perfidy. We know that ſome captains of ſhips, 
' whoſe vanity has been wounded becauſe their inhumanity 
was -made public, have been ready to join the Amis des Meir | 
in finding us guilty; but the groans of dejected com- 
mercez feeling for our calamities and for their conſequences, 
ſhall teach them their error; and that, ſhould they ſucceed in 
rendering us odious by their calumnies, they will themſelves 
| have, ere long, to lament their ſucceſs, | 
True, we have aſked, we glory i in having aſked, (for, it 
was the duty of men inveſted with a truſt by their fellow-ci- | 
tizens,) aſſiſtance from all who ſurrounded us! That afliſ." 
tance we implored i in concert with the Governor-General, 
and therefore, as Frenchmen and as men, and ſince, without 
diſtinction, we applied at the ſame time to three different 
nations, we have ſuſiciently proved that our ſolicitations, 
the dictates of misfortune, could cover no project inimical 
to the mother- country. Who, indeed, will dare accuſe us 
for having had recourſe to the Engliſh of Jamaica, ſince the 
National Aﬀembly (then informed of our calamities and of 
pur dangers only by imperfet reports) thought fit, of itſelf, 
by 16 of national gratitude to that os ro people 14 14 
e ee 


[ 


/ 


ay — 4 * — 


tw) 
But even, Sirs, had we called in the Engliſh, not ts 1 | 


us aſſiſtance but to govern us, to whom ought the guilt-to be 


imputed?” Place, for a moment, in our ſituation, that depart- 
ment of the kingdom which: you believe to be the maſt pa- 
triotic, the moſt proud of the appellation of.Frenchmeng - 
ſuppoſe that the ſowers of ſedition had: ſtirred up, in its'boſom _ 
ſervants againſt maſters — banditti againſt poſſeſſors of pro- 
perty; — that a hundred times: the peaceable inhabitants hail 
remonſtrated againſt ſuch practices with no return but con- 
tempt; — that, ſo far from receiving ſuccour from the mo- 
ther- country, all that iſſued from its boſom. ſeemed to teem | 
with the ſeeds of revolt; — that already the houſes and pro- 
perties of a multitude of citizens had fallen a prey to the dif 
turbances; that they had ſeen the moſt abominable murders 
committed under their eyes; — that they were hopeleſs: of 
prctection; — if, at ſuch a time, ſo deſtitute/and abandoned, 
theſe hapleſs citizens ſhould have indulged an idea of forming 
new connections and of imploring the aſſiſtance of another 
country: — To whom think you, Sirs, ought the reproach to 
be made? To wretches, bewildered by deſpair? or to the 
. miſcreants, who took pleaſure in wearing out their patience, | 


and in breaking aſunger the deareſt and EK facred ties by an | 
exceſs of miſery? _ 4 


Vi know our duty, Sirs, and we b but we gs . 1 
and boldly claim our rights.” We dedicate, to.the pro oſperity of | 
© the muther-country, the entire produce of aur labours. She owes 

us protection againſt forei gn forte; ; Fre owes us the ſecurity of 

our properties and peace againſt the plots of the turbulent. © 1 
It is now proved that the influence of the Amis des Mira is 

4 fatal e oolonies. * Let them 1 weave what ſophiſms they 


6 . Il pleaſe, 


„ * 


eco . 4 the Mes has 3 
tion of having fomented the troubles in St. Domingo : to ſay nothing of their 
abſurd crimination of the colonifts, as diſaffected to the new conſtitution, and as 


/ 


Ef K 


aloids ee the evidence of our calamities. There 
js not an unprejudiced man exiſting who can doubt, that 
their labours, their declamations, their writings, their infa» - 
mous emiſſaries, have been,;th}t active, perſevering, cauſe, 
-which, for two years paſt, b paved the way RE 
nas which at length has ſucceeded, _ 
; "France owes us protection; but her ſtrength will be in- 
ſufficient to give us confidence, while ſhe ſuffers the contri- 
vers of our revolts and maſlacres to lurk in her boſom, | 
| - She owes us protection; but in vain would ſhe render jt 
effeRive, if ſuch attempts are to remain unpuniſhed; that, 
which ought to diſgrace our e affords * matter of 
e and exultation. 9 
She owes us protection; but to what PO fleets en 
- armies, if ſhe permit that ſeditious writings ſhould inceſſantly 
ſcatter in our houſes the ſeeds of every trouble! if ſhe permit 
us to be preſſed down to the earth with humiliations! and if 
mme with murder and with blood ee tn in the 


- having plotted a TE ET OI 0 expence of eyery thing, which; TY 
ny form of government, could be worthy their preſervation, jt has been induſtri. 
«  , ouſly ſpread abroad, that the injuſtice of the whites'to the men uf colour has been | 


3d 


the ſole cauſe of this inſurrection. Doubtleſs the ill blood occaſioned by various 
contradictory decrees, ſome exciting, ſome repreſſing, the expectations of the men 
of colour, has had its ſhare in bringing this calamitous buſineſs to a criſis. But 
| to whom isit owing that the National Afſembly.gook af any time from the Coloni- 
_ al Aſſemblies the right of framing their dum internal regulations? To the ſpeeches 
and repreſentations of the moſt violent of the Anis des Noirs. By whom have 
the pretenfions of the men of colour been ſuddenly elevated to an extravagant 
height, ſubverſive of all ancient uſages, prejudices, and of the harmony of the 
| colony? By the Amis des Neiri, and principally by the Abbé Gregoire in hig 
famous circular letters, And, in a word, to what could thhſe leyelling doftrines 
tend, which the writings of the Amis des Noirs have induftriouſly diſſeminated 
in the colonies, but firſt to ſet the whites and the men of colour by the cars, ang 
2 FFF 


eyes 


a fo} % 

Forgive; Sirs, the warmth af ous 1 8⁰ many Cas. 
lamities have given us a privilege to ſpeak: out. Griefy bit- 
ter grief, is at our hearts! A hundred times have we fore- 
told the evils of which we are the victims n hundred times 
have we imprecated the public vengeance on the hateful ma- 
nœuvres of thoſe men, who convulſe our country under the 
maſk of humanity ; — We, have obtained no redreſs! Oh 
may the dreadful cataſtrophe, of which we have ſketched to 
you the picture, ſerve as a Jefſon for n pkg vs from * 


- Ie is $0; your Readineſs, W ths . 
ſaſters, and in checking their new efforts, that che Weſtern 
and Southern provinces have to logk for their ſecurity. 71 | 

As for the Northern province, its loſſes. are irreparable, . 
Immenſe capitals are ſunk; the reſtoration of i its induſtry re- 
quires ſuch an advance of funds as the merchants and pro- | 
prietors cannot wholly accompliſh. We ſpeak not to you of 
individuals, but you will examine, Sirs, what, on your part, 5 
is n ts ney as ny that of ws na- 
tion. TAO: * N 1 

ee or T 220 IE e 
have heard a recital of the greateſt calamity that has viſited 15 
the human race in the courſe of the eighteentk century. 

Vou have heard the complaint of the firſt colony in * 


world; of a eolony neceſſary to the exiſtence of that nation 


whoſe Concerns: are placed in your. hands.“ That colony | 
ROK . intereſt you. * a OM and i ſulbory | 


Az N 3 4 IP x Kos 1 * 
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1 demands, from you, JUSTICE, Sarzry, Surfers | 


Signed, J. BO MILLER: Fo othus. nts ws 
COUGNACQ MION. 
 SAINFTE-JAMES. ' 
CHENEAU v# LA MEGRIERE: 
" LA-GOURQUE: TD 
AE BUC ET. 
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kepir of the PRESIDENT. 


PO” hw our country i is 4 ſource of heart-felt atisfaQion 474 
To ſerve it in time of diſtreſs is the firſt of civic virtues; and 
it is yours! The calamities of the colony are dreadful !: 
The National Aſſembly views them with horror,” with indig- 
nation, with grief! You aſk its Jus rien; that is due from 
it to all the citizens of the empire. Its PROorECTIoN; that 
is due to your courage; your patriotiſm, your misfortunes ! 

Its Succoun; that it is already occupied in providing; ' It 
will give your application its moſt ſerious ee and in- 


vites you to the honours of the WN 


REPLY or THE DEPUTIES or ST. DOMINGO 
x ro THE” CHARGES! or M. DRISSAT: | 


Air ae &, on the 5th of December, to hs Preſident 4 the, 
National Aﬀe ts Wet: 


Ms. PrESIDENT,' 
AT the bar of the National Any we have Solhtzd e out 
the ſociety of the Amis des -Noirs as the inſtigators of thre 


* This letter was, on the morning of the 5th of December, delivered by two * 
the deputies to the preſident; the ſecretary, who had his orders to lay it before 
oy aſſembly, thought proper to defer its reading to the next day. 
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blications 


. 
ollie in St. Domingo. No candid and well-informed 
man can doubt tire fact. ' Yet M. Briſſot, one of the mem= 
bers of that fociety which has been inceſſantly buſied in the 
ruin of the cologies; dares_accuſe us of having ourſelves ex- 
cited the imurrectick bf ouf faust that we migin call in a 
foreign power to our aid and protection; and, as if the trea- 
ſon exiſted and was proved, he two days ago moved thar the 


General Aſſerably of St. Ddtningo ſhould be ſummoned before 


the Supreme National Court, 5 Incumbered by the  veight.of 


| thoſe evils which he has brought . upon his country; he ſeeks 


to divert the public attention from himiſelf; he would intereſt 3 


the — the _—_ in his deen bie be 5 


he may ſlialter hiſelf fem its deres. . ele prom 23 


Ar. Preſident, to exhibit his proofs. Ms intreat the National 
 Aﬀembly to. require them. Aud, ,as far. us, tntrufted by a great 
tolony with the duty of proſecuting its vengeanre, we will bring 
forward; upon the queſtion, ſuch an accumulation, of evidence as 


| ſhall leave neither to the public; opinion nor to an | 


_ n cartpn) the * N Hh 


83 


ler bali, a 


| Bigned, J. b. ub | 8 60 1 
Prim de Rok 
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a, from the Kr f the Fe. Dominge Planters, « 2 En. | 
VM at Pari to the King, Dec. 1, 1701. _ 


ON ode areas; tid ende 
8 is a dagger and whoſe virtue ie a 
Kaming torch, letting their writers and their clubs to work to 
eounteract that ĩmpreſi on of pity which our ſituation was-cal- 
Glited 10 inſpire; and, at the very moment ef the aerom- 
pliment of their prophetic vow; *Periſhithe OCdlonzes rerher 
man our Principles!” M. Cordorcet publiſhed, in bis Jour- 
mal, et "hut uhe nctounits tore fabrictited, uni hud no other ob- 
4 jet? than to rate, to tht Wig bf the Pronch;' an empive be- 
4 yond the ſeas, in which there ſhould be maſters and i in which 
* there ſhould by Hater. 
When the news was confirmed, when the a 
the ſeamen, Hip- owners, and the wkole commercial body of the 
kingdom, diſce their alarm, the anti-ſocial ſect (through 
its organ, Mr. Briſſot) exclaimed, that the blood of our bre- 
thren, and the aſhes of our habitations, coyered a crime. of 
high treaſon; and this friend of humanity propoſed to ſum- 
mon, befote re the Bligh National Court, whatever remnant of 
the planters ſnould be left unchurdered by the negroes. 
Thbeſe tiortid' propoſals were upitated, diſcuſſed, in the 
National Aſſembly, Perhaps it was the firlt time that a ei- 
vilized people have fliffered, in 2 gal form the impious aſ- 
= of guilt * mim. oY 


222 


4 


tu 1 


The contempt, conſequent on ſuch i obliged den 

to ſhift their ground. The calqnial regulations are inimĩeal 
| to their levelling ſyſtem. — rept enemies are they to all 
great property: 'for;-they Pur, they 'perſecuts, they would | 
2 all wealth and all ky in which they. cannot 
- Their hypocriſy. would preſerve. "x facred the.rights 
avs of that mulkitude of which they are the deſpots.... Therer | 
fore the people of colour, in the colpnies, were, for em, 


33 


have ſucceeded! __ eg 
Such, Sire, is the d of our ealamitiqs... i 
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127 is ed to e ta at 9 who have tried 
means to aboliſh flavery and the flave-trade, bay hay . f 206 
meaſure to propoſe, friendly. i in its nature, to th 5 4 5 6 £97 

ies which Fannot ſubſiſt without ſlayery and the Nlavertrade. 

It is abſurd to believe, that thoſe, who declare themſelves 
 anemjes of the white planters becauſe, they haye negro-ſlayes, 
gold have taken up the cauſe of the people of lour, who 
e have negro-ſlaves, for. any other purpoſe than chat. of ſet⸗ 
ting the ydites and, the pegple of colour topether, by the cars, 
pf making them cut one another's throats, | in order to. > fecurs 
the freedom, of the negroes, who, would remain ole 4 85 
of the territory. — Theſe are the deneficent l delt 
et mae! Ho 
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| ee aurnal of. the Calnial. . bug of the Fra 
72863 art of Hiſpaniola, Sept. ab, 1791 


TH coi — eller in jepis vi. gr it Pag 
kriggte, repbited; *& That Commodore AMeck, and Bryan 
ce Edwards, Eſq. member of the Jamaica Ally, attended ; 
to be prelented;“ who Gere "accordingly 41 7775 in com- 
f pany with: the Governor-General; , hereups 5 Es reſident 
adreſſed them as follows: 19 de MF, e ee 
Wh m_ were not miltaken, wette ene we placed 
ct our coi confidence in your generoſ ity; but Ve could 1 0 
& entertain the hopes, that, beides ſending us 1 Pact 
« would come in perſon to give us conſolation. — You have 
. quitted, without reluctancę, the peaceful enjoyment of hap- 
« pineſs at home, to come and participate in our misfortunes 
tand blend your. tears with ours. Scenes. pf miſery. (the. 
cc contemplation of which, to thoſe who are unaccultomed to 
6 mis zune, is commonly diſguſting) have, not, 500491 , 
11807 ull 


7 your "feelings. You have b been Willing to ale Fn, he full 
<Extent of our” diſtreiſes, and to | pour into our 980 ds 
«, wire balm of your ſenſibility and compal ion,” 
4 The picture which 1 haye drawn of our calanities is is Git : 
ne 
. * That verdure,' with "which" our fields weis lately arrayed, 
«; 105 5, - viſible; di ſcoloured by the flames, and laid 
25 e devaſtations of war, bur Eoaſts exhibit no | 
hoe fot that of horror. The emblems which we wear 
| on our perſons are the tokens of our grief for the loſa of 5 
« our brethren, WhO were 1 and Py — y 
« the revolters, . 550 - , OY ang 


. The Aſembly sppeared in white dreſſes, with black fil fakes Vere wes 
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. ir! is by the light of ak — that every r 
te ſurrpund us, that we now deliberate; we are compelled to 
4+ fit-armed and watchful, through: the night, to keep b 
* enemy from our ſanctiary. For A long time paſt our bo- 
ſoms have heen depreſſed by ſorroz they experience this 
4 day, for the feſt-rime, e eee en 50 aſure, in 
beet among us. UP» 419-216 os 

<« Generous'iflanders!- dale W powerſullm 

« on your hearts; you: have: yielded tod the ſirſt emotien 

pur generoſityi in. the hapes af matahing us from; dae 
. $ for, it is already too late to ſave us from miſery. What - 
_ 4 contraſt between your conduct and that of -otherichations] 
5 We will avail ourſelves of your benevolence: | butthedays : 
* you preſerye to us will not be ſufficieft'to maniſeſt our gra- 
60 ny — Our children ſhall:keepit in remembranded' 
„ Regenerated France, unappriſed that ſuch: calamities - 
te might befal us, has taken no meaſures to protect us again 
te their effects: with what admiration will ſhe dearm that; 
without your aſſiſtance, we eee exiſt as a de- 
© pendency to any nation iche 

.:4 The'Commiſfioner, . the 133 
4 maica, has informed us of your e ertions to ſerve us. 

{© Receive the aſſurance of our attachment and enfibilitye' =; 
. The Governor-general/ of: this«ſland; —— . 
4 perfectly accord with our own, and who is ſtrongly ate -- 
te tached to the intereſts of this country; partie ĩpates equally . 
(e in the joy we feel at eee e 
{6 ON Me e "91 e ee ee LENO, 
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Aves foe the. Alis of tbo Mer 
Axiau to the National Aembly, Das. 10, 1701. s 
| THE freedom of the nogrocs in the Wolt-Indies,fo-eages: 


| hidefired-by tho fociaty.of the His dr Noirg; has ſubmitted; 


to public enquiry, a queſtion of too much importance, at this 


mme, ” be regardod. eee This appar; 8 


— ——— paſts. Un e oye. of rea- 
ſong Hoch experience and policy unite! in dictating, that we 
ſhould abide by the cuſtomary. We ee, FR 
de yer poſible, the lot of en, 

Tho pretended phil i ee dy 
efablihing anarehy by means of an unqualiſied onfranchiſe· 
went of tho negroes, haue directed their attention to the men 
of eglour,: whom time nn hays eau e 
the'rights-of other eigens. ths dy 38 

d ako lage rede er 
which has made you ſhudder. We leave to journaliſts, for 
the molt part coldly ſelfifh or irrationally en 
ſen over them in their manner. Let tlim toll us that F 
to be proſpetous, needs. no. colpnies ; that. the loſs of ſugar 
and coffee is an evil only to wealthy perſons who conſume 
them, Theſe are not arguments that will perſuade the patri- 
atic eitizen, ſtill leſs the enlightened merchant. Let facts 
eonvince'us, that France owes her ſplendour only to her co- 
lonies; and that, in the prefrint abe SaHurogeia matizns, 
France, without her colonies, cannot be ſupported, 

It is needleſs, Sirs, to fix your attention upon the nature 
of the French commerce, but, perhaps, it may be neceſſary 
to examine what is the baſis of its commercial induſtry; an 
object ſo important, that it is the principle of our immerſe 


The 


\ 


/ 


U 


* 


/ 


raw materials IR 5 which we muſt purchaſe: prov | 
_ foreigners; and what have we, of the produce of our ſoil or 
of the fruits of our induſtry, to.give them in return? Be 
the eſtabliſhment of qur manufadories, \Which have fo pradi- | TD 
giouſly augmented the number of c onſumers, it wa: ic 
to export corn, but we now find, by experience, great 0 die- 
Lions to an export of that article; Thete remain, then, our — 
wines, drandies, ſome Fruits, a little dried fith, ſome Cattle, I. 
and ſalt; we have allo to offer them linens, Mikes, wee 3 
Cottons, and milletiery and haberdaſhery wales,” © | 
| Although theſe different manufactbries occaſion  o6rifid. | 
Table export 10 foreign nations, theit dn6ant dees net form | — 
n «compenſation for the raw materials, drugs, and * ſtuffs, : 
which we are compelled to take from them. Other riches = 
become neceſſary in order to pay for the ſurplus — 0 give 
K nnn — TROP riches our cole» 
wies ſuppiy. e 
France received annually FOR Ni | lichen * 
be dn 300,000,000 value in their produce, of Which bout | 
one half was exported, It is by this value chat we” pay * "fot 
thoſe materials, which are the fupport of dur manufackures, * 3 
and for other articles, whether of lutury or of neteſſityʒ and, = 
by this value, thete accrued to France à balance ef uc OL = 
i amounting to between 40 and $0,000,000 of Tivres. 
What becotnes of this balance, what becomes & the HR, 
dom, if we loſe theſe invaluable poſſeſſions? 'Should that los 
happen from our fault, we have to anfver'to-vur bretbref, 
reſident in the colonies, who look to the mother<eountry'fof 
protection; we have to anſwer to che numerous ſcamen an 
artificers of all kinds who reſide in our ſea-portsg we have bs 
anſwer to all woe manufaRories of che internal provinteg 
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whole hands are employed by the colonies, or by but eg. 
r we” 
i 2 4 ili: . N | 
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fave addreſſes were ee e Boundeaur; Naniesz 
avre, _— 
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Extract of the Hake 7 M. Ros r Ku in 1 7 Nuria Afent 
bly, Dec. 10, 1791: (He was deputed, by the Colony IB Se, 
Domingo, to aſk Succours of the American cog - 


BUT, Sirs, by hat fatality are all our ZEST to be 
conſidered as ſuſpicious? - By what fatality are we reduced to 
our juſtification Me, that are the vidims, whilſt the charges 
of our enemies, I might ſay of our executioners, are looked up- 
on as indiſputable truths! By what right does M. Brifot,* and 
thoſe other members of the National Aſſembly, who are ig 


norant of the internal regulation which is ſaitable to our own , 


colonies, becauſe that regulation depends. on localities that 
can be known only to the inhabitants, permit themſelves to 
load us with abuſe? Whenee comes it that, when we require 
them to bring proof of what they aſſert, the National Aſſem- 
bly, which has promiſed: us juſtice, ſhould not compel them 


to. theirown vindication; . muy We, or on our n offer proof 


of all we have affirmed? 


To what an exceſs of deſpair ſhall we not teduce our haps 


leſs conſtituents, when we relate to them, as we muſt, all 
that has paſſed during the diſcuſſion of their dreadful ſituation! 


What confidence will they derive from a Journaliſt, member 


of the National Aſſembly, who publiſhes, (1 quote his own 
expreſſion, ) that thoſe celebrated words, © Periſb the Colonies 
« rather than we ſhould ſacrifice a Principle —have been pro- 


E, nounced in vain from the tribunal of the Conſtituent Am 


6 „U. Pronounced in vain |. then it is the wiſh, the prayer, of 
M. Condorcet, that theſe words had not been a fruitleſs ineffec- 


tual declamation. Pronounced in vain! Then he would have | 


bad, pleaſure in ſeeing a maſſacre of 52,000 Frenchn 


M. Rouſtan no ſooner mentioned the name of M. Briffer than there was. s 
| P77 members exclaimed, 4 To priſon with him" 


20,000 


* 


\ 


. 
1 
P ˙ ! ²˙¹ü m ⅛ TL ˙—⁰˙ww ¶ i OOO 
* 


. 1 


$0,000 mulatices, ind 500,600 negroes, in the colony of St. 
Domingo only, rather than have facrificed what he calls a prin- 
tiple. I ſhould conceive myſelf t to be wounding the delicacy 
of the National Aſſembly, ſhould I attempt to noone _ the 
horrots theſe dreadful words mag. 


CY 
Briradts from Bae Speech of Mr. BzRTRAND; Aude Ms 
ni ter of France, in the National Aſſembly, Dec. 19, I 79 15 


1 HAVE explained to you, Sire, the meaſures taken by 
the king; for affording relief to the inhabitants of St. Do- 
mingo, ſo ſoon as their calamity and danger were made 
| Enown to his majeſty : inadequate, doubtleſs, of themſelves, - 
their ſucceſs depends wholly on their promptitude, and on 
the aſſurance that they ſhall be followed by others more 
effective. But, previous to theſe being determined upon, 
it was fitting we ſhould know the true cauſes of the trou- 
les which have led to this terrible cataſtrophe. I have ne- 
glected no means of diſcovering them, becauſe by ſuch diſ- 
covery alone can we be directed in the application of thoſe 

meaſures which are to prevent its return. 
Some accuſe the Coloniſts of wiſhing to en them» 

ſelves to the Engliſh, &e, xc. | 

Others, on the contrary, ſee no other cauſe of their miſ+ 
fortunes but in the incendiary writings, diſſeminated in the 
_ Colonies with à view to ſtir the negroes to revolt; in the 
correſpondence maintained, for ſome time paſt, between the 
people of colour and a ſociety called Philanthrepiſts; found= 
ded, ſay they, upon a ſyſtem, deſtructive of all colonial 
property, and whoſe origin and principles are thus ſtated. | 

* „ Pte FB being now genes * 


rally diſcoodited, rr 
A. | 8 


LL n 


It is eaſy to conceive, that a-fres people, always worthy 
of being ſa, muſt haue felt an allay to its enjoyment of. co- 


lonial eftablifhments rom the nee, * tis "AY 


ſaunded onlavery. 
This ſentiment at 2 ee dd bene 1 downs: ; 


tainly eſtimable, however juſt or well founded) was ſure to 


gain ground, and a milder treatment of our negroes was its 
natural reſult. 

But the philoſophic ſpirit,” fo prevalent in France, aimed 
ac farther conqueſts, and has been employed in ſtrengthening, 


with all the force of argument, the theory of a ſentiment, 


Which, pethaps, might bave Nn more nenden left ta its, 


ow p operations, 

According te, its defirimers 5 ee eee polleſiions, 
for which humanity has been wounded and jubice (et aſide, 
have not that value which cupidity bas affixed to them, but, 
are ruinous to the deluded mother · country. The poſſibility 
of replacing them by ſettlements more contiguous, and un- 
der a elimste moge fimilar to our on (that. of Africa er 


ile Mediterranean Iſlands for inſtanee 1) the neceſhty there 


ruſt one day ariſe of refigning-poſleſſions ſo diſtant, ipha-. 

bited by. men whoſe iagtatitude and tteaghery there is reaſon. | 
to ſoneſee & c. &. all theſe motives united lead us to te- 
gard a voluntary abandonment 2s no more than. an anticipa-. 
tion of events inevitable, with the advantage of: a,-previous 

Preparation and a proviſion of more durable reſources, Our. 
wiſer neighhaurs have. made ſimilax calculations reſpecting 


thein North- Amgrigan colonies, proving, by the ſumy en- 


pended in their. defence, how. burthenſame they have been. | 
!, Although ſuch, galcu)ationg (natural enough by way of 
conſolation for having Joſt them). related only. to. the .coptiny 


 nental colonies, reſembling but in name the colonies. of the | 


; 


American, Arehipelage, yer. this difference did, not ſtrike, | 

every mind, obs 'policy appeared to ſgcond.the 

Cifates of humanity, and the number of the Philanthro- 
piſt 


[4] * 


piſts was ſwelled by alt thoſe; whoſe: fonkbiliey, in 4 | 
be excited, - needed: other a e thoſe of fn 
eee I ark ant? 
This Jo the! yam, (ay che inden vrhich 8 
« roneouſſy and cruelly occaſioned thoſe: bloody ſeents of 
„ which we are the vicims. Follow, ftep by! fiepy/ thb 
t proceediags and effects of this proſelyte-thaking: bab. 
which began by preaching an abolition of-ſlavery, and un 
< qualified liberty to our negroes; hien then-moderating 
«:j66'pretenfiond,” the better to graduate its progreſs,” aſked 
„ only a ſuppreſſion of the trade 3 and which at laſts; wich. 
* more plaufible'and ' ſecure alan, hans ſepmeid'to confine 
its attention io the elevation of the peopldiofcolous, the 
mers effe@ually; to york bur deſtructionl Will it nat u 
« ' deemed imp lſtbl, that a ſy tom; affioming bamanity.as its b 
«foul br tpablt' if produting effefts ſccruuſ Hus not the 
4e hiſtory of thoſe very climates furnifhed us witk 2 ſacty n 
<< reference to which cannot but do hommm to the mciſt ſer». 
40. pulous philanthropiff 1 is co tlie humane and:plous LA 
« Cazas that America owes her negrors; touched wich thy 
«evils which his fellö w. ce inflicted: upon che \nhtive 
% Gatidbs, he ſonght in"Africa for men already duda ts. 
« flavery; who, without aggtavut im of miſeril antiibyiy 
« fimple exchange of fetters, under a climate: ſimitar 16. - 
« their own, wight ſupply the place of thei:Americany, 
«</ ike arifit for labour and for chains; 0 1fthis Fuu no- 
<< naty was deceived'by: his humanity's," it, to fade, fn l 
& 'bour and Havery a remnunt of the Caridbe}: he has beck. 
the meant of dooming to chat lot\niillions, of Affen, 
«Jet the modern philoſophers, who cannot pretend purer ; 
„ imorives; ſre that bc a/fo" fait not of their objedt.” In 
their attempt, to put an end to the ſlavery of the Negroes, 
* they" may reduee do miſery five or ſix? millions of thetc- 
* "Wy — friends and brethrein, and maß 
x "CL 5 © venture 


[1 
« overturn . the fifongeſt pillars of the national deafperity's 
nor, will they do effectual good to. thoſe whom they wiſh 
& to ſerve. Without a concurrence of all the intereſted 
powers, the Colonies have only to chooſe their protedor, 
6 the {laves their maſter. . Theſe laſt may, indeed, as they 
. have lately too dreadfully proved, attempt to cut the 
d throats of ourſelves, our wives, and children, and of al] 
6 Sho are ſet over then; but it will be only chat far, | 
20 exchange one ſervitude for another.“ 1 — 1 1 
Such, Sire, are the arguments advanced, in their turns, 
by the planters aid their antagoniſts, - In my adminiſtrative 
capacity, ſolely, have I endeavoured to diſcriminate the cau- 
ſes, whitever they may bez. which have: Jed the way to the 
troubles in St. Domingo, that I might the ener 
apply the means of prevention. |. 
- As to the accaſations, againſt the Coloniſt, of Ae to 
ſubmit themſelves tothe Engliſh to render themſelves in- 
dependent; to effect a counter · revolution: 2— Irnow no- 
ching; Lhave found nothing, 1 and 2 +2089 __ 
Noble, extravagant, or abſurd [> 7 is 8 4 
4 10 the accuſation brought axainft FA benden of the — 
of the blathsy cannot conceal that it appears much better 
Funda. But, whatever be the cauſe, where are we to look 
for the remedy of theſo-diſiftery 2 ww are _ _ 
r repetition? ?) . en we 
The fs 4nd. moſſ uſeful ep ö. 15, 5 10 ans 
acquainted with our true intereſts, and real commercial re- 
Jation. wich the'colonies ; fince.an ignerance of theſe principles 
s been the grimery Wers of « our ame 755 if their pod 
ii. 191! 30; | 
We ſhould E e our Colonies a 1 fo os . 
ab eſtabliſhed at 1800 leagues diſtance from the mother- 
| country, and the mother · cbuntry herſelf 26 the moneyed 
firm, which has furniſhed the expence of theſe efjabliſ- 
1 . | E i melts 


A 
pd 
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ents of agriculture andinduſtry, whether hr their kr foul} 
dation, maintenance, or protection. Every member of the 


mother- eountry is a ſtock- holder in this important ſpecula 


tion; to ſhare the benefits of which, i it is enough to have been 


born in France and all French citizens, I repeat it, lf 


are intereſted in its ſucceſs, though in different degrees 4 
ſome as farmers. or proprietore of lande, which, in whole o 


in part, are cultivated to ſupply the wants of theſe diſtant 


conſumers, and who would be ruined without fo important - 
demand for their produce ; ſome as embarked'in vario de 
partments of induſtry; wholly or partially: oteupicd in ſup- 


plying the Colonies, and whoſe productions without" en 
would remain on hand; ſome, again, as commercial p 


navigators, , coaſting traders, Ke. forming 2 third elaſo, ba- 


fied in carrying on with the Colonies the connection of tis 
other two Whatever he our rank in this firm, Whatever 
be the ſum and sture of our ſhares} from the labotione 
huſbandman to the lazy money · lender, from the induſtrious 
manufacturer to the uſeleſs ſtoek· jobber, from the adh nt 
rous ſpeeulator to me cautious annuitant all, yes, alli ure 
Intereſted: in the fate of theſe valuable eſtadliſume nls, by 
whoſe aid even Calumny herſelf ſolls her poiſon to a profit. 
Regulated and governed in whatever'manner, theſe:ieftz- 
bliſhments ſtill keep their primitive character of an enter- 
riſe, in which the mother-country has embarked, and of 
which the alone ought to reap the profit or the loſs, 


As to > calculations of the ſums theſe eſtabliſhments have 


coſt, ſuppoſing them not exaggerated, how are we to appre- 
ciate in gold or in figures, the advantages which reſult to Eu- 

rope from ber Colonies? Is it poflible we ſhould be blind to 
the obvious increaſe of our population the only true crite- 


ron of national proſperity, an infallible ſign at once of the 


plenty of food and of the need of hands; for, men multi- 
oy where ſubſiſtence abounds and where labour invites. 


Can 
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Can. e fall to ſse, that an obligation to fell their produce 
only: 40. the members of the mother -country,; And to. buy of 


them alone every artidher they want, forms a double ſcuree 


of-riches,. of 'whick the meaſure is immenſe ?/ In ſhorty the 


alanles take from us all they want at ſuch prices as we 


plæaſe to impoſe ; they return us a ſufficiency of their vas» 
luable produce, not 
$ve/! millions of inhabitants, but to form a very great ſur- 
plus, which we ſell with proſit te the nations who have no 
Colonies of their owa, And ſhall ali theſe advantages be 
eſtimated by. a ſeries of figures; whichy expreſſing only the 
relations of anti ar9 applicable, to RIA e 
— 2. + nad ol 1h ov 
-» Obſerve; $irs, that the effect of 4 eee 
1 reſpeRing our Colonies) muſt neoeſſarily impoſe a 


retrograde courſe; upon the public fortune. It is not to mo- 


datste the [ſpeedy hut to': op at onde the mation; of this 


powerful heel, that we are invited. In-: an inſtant. we ard 


ta cendemn te inactiuity thoſe millions of arms, which are 
no employed to move it; in an inſtant, we are to cut all 


the threads which; conduct u to fuch an r 


wealth, Elimite, I baſeech you, Rent of 
bw kane pane b bros t ily 3501 
ihn, 3. 205 ini: ' 11943 63 93 6A; =. 
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not only to ſer ve the conſumption of tweney< 
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. With the following Pai to Mr. de W 5 E 


the 30th of November, to the Miniſter of Marine, (which _ 
t among the latift authentic advices from St, Domingo,) the 
Tranſlator chſes this imperfeft ſketch of the miſeries of the 
richeſt and mz ff important Colony i in the world, 


9 THIS infine I have received a Letter PET the Muni- 
cipality of Port au Prince, of which I ſubjoin à copy. 
The truth of its contents has been confirmed to me by Mr. 
Saule de Saulnoir. Some curſe from above has, I fear, been 


pronounced againſt this wretched Colony dooming it to en- 


tire deſtruction! Calamities of every deſcription are ſurely to 
fall to its lot! A ray of hope, on the arrival of the Commiſ- 
ſioners ſent by the National Aſſembly, ſeemed deſtined to ſoften ' 
my anxieties and my pain: that momentary ſatisfaction is 
now cruelly diſturbed z and the more ſo as our ſituation in 
the northern province and the exhauſted flate of our re- 
ſources form obſtacles to my wiſhes of flying to the fuc-" 
cour of the ravaged departments, But that would require 
ſuperior forces, and ſcarcely have we ſufficient to maintain a 


humiliating defence. If our brethren in Europe come not 
ſpeedily to our ſuccour, what will become of us!“ 


* This letter gives an account of the burning of that rich and flouriſhing 
wwn on the 22d of November. The moſt moderate eſimation makes the loſs, 
ſuſtained on that occaſion, 150,000,000 of livres. 


4 


THE END. 
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